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Premier-designate William Lati a ‘battle premier’

BY TSAI WEN-CHU

STAFF REPORTER

Premier-designate William Lai (###
#) is a physician-turned-politician
who since 2010 has been mayor of
Tainan, a southern stronghold for
the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP).

A native of what is now .
New Taipei City's Wanli
District (#%), Lai studied
at Taipei Municipal Jianguo
High School before earning
a bachelor of science de-
gree from National Taiwan
Umvelsn:ys School of Physical
Therap,

Hethenatwnded National Cheng,
Kung University and received certi-

cation as a nephrologist.

He later received a master’s de-
gree in public health from Harvard
University’s School of Public Health
while serving as a legislator.

Lai entered politics in 1996,
when he was elected a repre-
sentative of the then-Natloml
Assembly.

In 1999, he ran for legslator

NEWSMAKER

Dubbed the “No. 1 mayor” by
local media after placing first in
several support polls for policies
passed under his administration,
Lai’s popularity — a TVBS poll
conducted late last year put his ap-
proval rating at 55 percent — has

prompted local observers to men-

~ tion as a possible presi-

dm:r‘s;a;mlve-sam that Lai

is a “complete workaholic”
who holds himself to high
standards and expects per-
fection, adding that his
looks have also helped his political
aspirations.

Known for his staunchly pro-
independence views, Lai, 57, has
repeatedly voiced support for Tai-
wan’s independence in media inter-
views and city council meetings.

As made evident by an incident
in 2011 — in which he rejected
and qumoned the 1 of a

proposal to all ction
funds to city co based on County.
the size of their ¢ =

he is not afraid of*conf:omaﬁon

Council meetings following the in-
dictment of then-council speaker
Lee Chuan-chiao (#%#) for vote
buying during the 2014 election.

At the time, Lai vowed to boy-

cott all city council meetings un-
til corruption cases against Lee, a
Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT)
member, ws,;re pggucﬁlded saying
that Tainan’ -as the |
of Taiwanese democracy Beon
marred by Lee, whose position as a
councilor was in question.

In August of that year, the Con-
trol Yuan imy ed Lai for “gross
negligence” for his boycott of the
council meetings, followed in No-

‘vember by a reprimand from a

Hil support etk
hit during a dengue fevdr epldemnc
in 2015, when Tainan was the epi-
center of the outbreak, which also
spread to Kaohsiung and Pingtung

"How;ever, he recouped his
sjlpport ratings by presiding over

Feb. 6 last year.

Lai’s ability to govern, as well as
his achievements as mayor, have
been greatly applauded by the DPP
and society in general..

Lai has strong support from the
public and his faction in the DPP,
Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je (FI3Zi)
said yesterday, adding that he ex-
pected Lai to become a “battle pre-
mier,” a term that has been used
by the media to describe a premier

‘who would help the ruling DPP

win elections.

“Lai should be preparing for
next year’s mayoral and county
councilor elections, so he is prob-
ably a battle premier,” Ko said.

In June, Ko said that Lai, an
internal medicine physician, is
used to “acting slower” than him, a
former National Taiwan University
Hospital surgeon.

"merealementsmsmmmﬁnn
and doing things steadily,” Ko said
yesterday, adding that he is actually
on good terms with Lai, especially
as they both have medical back-
grounds and can “speak the same

and was re-elected several times =~ In 2015, Lﬂi ﬁced > great- rescue efforts for residents of the language using medical terms.”
until 2010, whenheranfor'rainan est crlsls of his political career m Jinlong complex, which TRANSLATED BY STAFF WRITER IAKE CHUNG
mayor . for refusing to nd Tainan City d during an earthquake on ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY LEE-CHIA AND BLOOWBERG
Taivei T
aipei Times 3hix 106/09/06
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